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The Marist Foundation in Nigeria at 75: A Call to Thanksgiving and Reflection

As the Marist Foundation in Nigeria celebrates its 75th anniversary, we pause to reflect on
seven and a half decades of unwavering commitment to educating and nurturing children
and young people. This milestone marks a significant moment in our history, inviting us to
express gratitude and engage in sober reflection on our journey, challenges, and
achievements.

A Legacy of Dedication and Service

Since its inception, the Marist Foundation has been driven by a profound sense of purpose,
imbuing young minds with knowledge, values, and a sense of community. Our mission has
centered on providing holistic education, fostering intellectual growth, spiritual
development, and character formation. Throughout the years, Marist institutions have stood
as beacons of hope, offering quality education and moral guidance to countless children and
young people.

Celebrating Achievements and Impact

The Diamond Jubilee is a time to celebrate the numerous achievements of the Marist
Foundation. Thousands of alumni, who have passed through Marist schools, bear testimony
to the profound impact of the Marist education system. These individuals, now contributing
to various sectors of society, reflect the values of integrity, discipline, and compassion
instilled in them by their Marist education.

Reflecting on Challenges and Growth

While our journey has been filled with remarkable successes, it has not been without its
challenges. We have navigated periods of political instability, economic hardships, and
evolving educational demands. Each challenge has been met with resilience and
adaptability, ensuring that our mission to serve children and young people remains steadfast.

A Call to Thanksgiving

The Diamond Jubilee is an opportune time to offer thanksgiving—for the visionaries who
founded the Marist Foundation, for the educators who have dedicated their lives to teaching,
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and for the students whose lives have been transformed. We thank God for His guidance
and blessings, and for the continued support of parents, alumni, and benefactors.

Embracing the Future with Renewed Commitment

As we look to the future, the Diamond Jubilee serves as a call to renew our commitment to
our mission. We must continue to innovate in education while staying true to our core
values. We must address the evolving needs of children and young people, providing them
with the tools to navigate the complexities of the modern world.

Sober Reflection on the Mission

This milestone is a time for sober reflection. We must reassess our strategies and approaches,
building on our strengths and addressing areas for improvement. As we reflect on our past,
we are reminded of our ongoing responsibility to advocate for the rights and well-being of
children and young people, ensuring they receive quality education and opportunities for
holistic development.

Conclusion

The 75th anniversary of the Marist Foundation in Nigeria is a testament to the enduring
power of education and the transformative impact of dedicated service. As we give thanks
and reflect, let us recommit to our mission of nurturing and empowering the next generation,
guided by the values of love, compassion, and excellence that have always been at the heart
of the Marist tradition.
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Rev. Br. Dr. Mark Omede Okolo, fms
Provincial Superior Marist Province of Nigeria
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